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Roland SPARROW (1894-1970)

Roland Sparrow's connecƟon to South Lopham is by
residence and death.

Roland SPARROW, son of William SPARROW (c. 1859-1904) and Caroline
Helen DRANE (1865-c. 1915), was born on 2 July 1894 in Stuston, Suffolk.1
2

In the 1901 Census (31 Mar 1901) he appeared at Near Low Common in
South Lopham, Norfolk - 7, scholar, living with parents William (42, farmer
and fowl dealer) and Caroline (37), sister Daisy (9, scholar) and servants
Frederick MISON (16, domesƟc farm servant) and Mary LEEDER (15,
gemeral domesƟc servant).3

At the Ɵme of the 1911 Census, Roland was living at Lang Fen Farm in
South Lopham - 16, working on farm, living with stepfather Arthur
Osborne GARLAND (38, farmer), mother Caroline GARLAND (45), and
stepsister Grace Evelyn GARLAND (5).4

On 4 July 1915 Roland was aƩested into the military at Croydon, aged 19y
6m, iniƟally assigned to the Royal Field ArƟllery (Gunner) but later
transferred to the Surrey Regiment. On 20 December 1917 he was on the
War Office Weekly Casualty List No. 5447 Part 4, Ser. No. 23337, East
Sussey Regiment, home place Lopham.

He was on the in 1918 Absent Voters List for in South Lopham at Lang Fen
Farm - similarly listed in 1919, so presumable sƟll in the military at that
Ɵme.

In 1925 the Electoral Register showed him living at Lang Fen Farm in South
Lopham - qualificaƟon by residency.

Roland and Lily Ophelia FELMINGHAM had marriage banns published on
28 November 1926 - other dates banns read were 05.12.1926 and
12.12.1926.5 He married her on 12 December 1926.6
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On 24 December 1926 there was a newspaper report in the Diss Express
and Norfolk and Suffolk Journal:

BRESSINGHAM.
WEDDING. - A very preƩy wedding took place at the Parish Church on
Saturday last, the contracƟng parƟes being Mr Roland Sparrow, only
son of the late Mr W. Sparrow, and Mrs A. Garland. Langfen Farm,
South Lopham, and Miss L. Fellingham, youngest daughter of Mr and
Mrs NV. Fellingham, of the same parish. The bride who was given
away by her father was charmlingly aƫred in pale mauve crepe-de-
chine with silver trimmings, and veil to match, silver shoes. and
carried a magnificent bouquet of chrysanthemums, lilies, roses, and
white heather. She wore a string of pearls lent by a verv old friend.
The bride was aƩended by foui bridesmaids, Miss G. Garland, sister
of the bridegroom, Miss M. Fellingham, and the Misses Iris Noble and
Barbara Baker, nieces of the bride. The two former were aƫred in
dresses of old gold and pale green respecƟvely, and wore veils and
shoes to match, and carried bouquets of chrysanthemums, lilies and
white heather, the giŌ of the bridegroom. The two younger wore
dresses of flame silk lousine, with veils and shoes to match, and
carried baskets of bronze chrysanthemums. The wedding marches
were played as the bride entered and leŌ the church, and the hymn,
"O love divine, all love excelling," was sung, Miss L. Howard being at
the organ. Mr J. Lond acted as best man. A merry peal was
aŌerwards rung on the bells. A recepƟon was held at Langfen Farm.
The cars were supplied by Mr V. Orves, of Redgrave.

Roland was recorded on the 1939 Register living at Corner Farm in South
Lopham - b. 02.07.1894, farm labourer, living with wife Lily O
(b.01.11.1899, unpaid domesƟc duƟes), son Bernard L R (b. 06.06.1929,
scholar), and two closed records.7

He died on 28 February 1970 in South Lopham - b. 02.07.1894.1

He had his estate probated on 29 April 1970 in Ipswich, Suffolk - SPARROW
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Roland William of Corner Farm South Lopham Diss Norfolk died 28
February 1970 Probate Ipswich 29 April.  £2653.8

Spouse:.

Lily Ophelia FELMINGHAM, daughter of W FELMINGHAM ( - ), was born
circa 1894.

(c) DFHG and Nigel Peacock 2025 3 16 July 2026



The Lopham Project (Family Historian Report)

Sources
1. CR Death. 1970 Q1 Wayland Norfolk Vol 4B Page 2690. Cit. Date: Q1 1970.
2. CR Birth. 1894 Q3 HarƟsmere Suffolk Vol 4A Page 778. Cit. Date: Q3 1894.
3. 1901 Census. RG14 Piece 1866 Folio 24 Page 12 Schedule 80. Cit. Date: 31

March 1901.
4. 1911 Census. RG14 PN11746 RD239 SD2 ED19 SN102. Cit. Date: 2 April

1911.
5. PR - Banns. Bressingham, Norfolk. Cit. Date: 28 November 1926.
6. CR Marriage. 1926 Q4 Depwade Norfolk Vol 4B Page 646. Cit. Date: Q4

1926.
7. 1939 RegistraƟon. RG101/6588J/003/15 LeƩer Code: TSDJ. Cit. Date: 30

September 1939.
8. Government Probate Index. 1970 Page429. Cit. Date: 29 April 1970.

(c) DFHG and Nigel Peacock 2025 4 16 July 2026


